
             

             

             

             

             

             

             

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Household Items  
 

          

          

Street names used to describe different inhalants 

ssabuse Aimies, Air blast, Ames, Amys, Aroma of men, Bagging, Bang, Bolt, Boppers 

Bullet, Bullet bolt, Buzz Bomb, Chroming, Climax, Discorama, Glading, Gluey, 

Hardware, Heart-on, Highball, Hippie crack, Honey oil, Huff, Laughing gas,  

Medusa, Moon gas, Oz, Pearls, Poor man’s pot, Poppers, Quicksilver, Rush, 

Rush Snappers, Satan’s secret, Shoot the breeze, Snappers, Snotballs, Spray, 

Texas shoe shine, Thrust, Toilet water, Tolly, Toncho, Whippets, Whiteout 

Many of these names have been around for years, while others are current terms that 

may not be as popular. Some may have gotten their names from other countries or old 

stories. There is no doubt that there could be other names to describe these terms. 

Familiarizing yourself with these names will empower you to make informed decisions. 

Remember these can change at any time. “So Listen Up!” Our kids have 

learned these names and so can you. 



How are these household items sometimes used? 

According to Inhalant.org, 1 in 5 children will have tried to get high by huffing inhalants by the 8
th

 grade.       

A wide variety of substances, including many common household products, are abused by kids. It’s 

horrifying, to think some kids will go to such lengths to experiment with drugs. But these experiments 

come with great consequences. They can include permanent brain damage and cause other organs to 

shut down,  possibly even death. Sudden death from huffing, sniffing, dusting or bagging can happen 

just from trying it once.  

What is huffing? Huffing is when a person inhales toxic gases, vapors, or fumes in order to 

become intoxicated. This is done by spraying things like aerosol chemicals, paint and rubber 

cement into a bag; they then inhale the vapors through their nose and mouth. 

What is dusting? Dusting is when a person uses canned air like a can of “dust off” computer 

spray; it causes the person to become temporarily paralyzed and gives them the feeling of 

being high. This can also cause severe frostbite. 

What is sniffing? Sniffing is done by directly smelling the chemical content left behind that 

some containers, plastic bags have. This is also done by saturating or spraying a cloth or rag 

with chemicals and then smelling it.   

What is bagging? Bagging is when substances are sprayed or deposited into a plastic or paper 

bag and the vapors are then inhaled.  

Beware  

There are more than 1,400 products that are potentially dangerous when inhaled, such as 

typewriter correction fluid, air conditioning coolant, gasoline, propane, felt tip markers, spray 

paint, air fresheners, butane fluids, cooking spray, paint, and glue.  

Most of these are common products and can be found in your home, garage or even at school. 

These products can be easily bought from your local supermarket or convenience store. 

Signs of abuse   

 Glassy eyes  

 Pungent smells  

 Sudden change in attitude  

 Tired all the time  

 Nose sores   

 Nosebleeds.  

 

 

 Drunk, or dizzy appearance  

 Slurred speech  

 chemical odor on clothing 

 Hallucinations 

 Anxiety 

 Excessive Sweating  



 

Is it addictive?  

Yes, people who have used inhalants have become physically and psychologically addicted.   

 

Effects of inhalant abuse 

Inhaling chemicals found in solvents, aerosol sprays cans and other chemical solutions that are 

normally found lying around the house can cause many severe health problems.  

Others effects could include:  

 Inhaling spray paint, glue, dry-cleaning chemicals, and correction fluids can result in hearing loss. 

Liver, Kidney damage, Brain damage and cause death. 
 Inhaling glues, gas cylinders (whipped cream from the can), can result in nerve damage. 

Symptoms like having difficulty moving your hands and feet, limb spasms and death are 

results of inhaling these substances.   
 Inhaling gasoline: can cause cancer put a person in a coma and cause death.  
 Inhaling varnish remover, paint thinner and degreasers can cause confusion and 

blackouts. Long-term exposure can cause chronic kidney inflammation and possibly 

failure.    
 

Remember doing any of these even just once can kill you or cause you to have brain damage. 

 

 

Withdrawal   

Long term abusers can suffer from withdrawal symptoms such as nausea, excessive sweating, 

muscle cramps, headaches, chills, and hallucinations. In severe cases, withdrawal can cause 

abnormal violent and involuntary muscle contractions also known as convulsions. 

 Listed below are some local rehabs from the Philadelphia area 

  

 Fairmount Behavioral Health System                                Resources for Human Development                           

               561 Fairthorne Avenue                                                  4700 Wissahickon Avenue, Suite #126 
                  Philadelphia, PA 191                                                                Philadelphia, PA 19144-4248 

                        215-487-4000                                                                                Office: 215-951-0300  

                Website: www.fairmountbhs.com                                                              Website: www.rhd.org  

 

http://www.fairmountbhs.com/
http://www.rhd.org/

